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Tuesday, 13 May 2014
Press Communiqué — following the publication of the EU Communication

Cooperatives provide decent jobs, sustainable livelihoods
and inclusive solutions to social problems

A new communication on the private sector in development was released by the
European Commission on 13" May: “A stronger role of the private sector in achieving
inclusive and sustainable growth in developing countries”. The communication, which
follows ‘Agenda for Change’ - the main EU political document for development
cooperation for the period 2014-2020 - highlights the strategic role of cooperative
enterprises in international development.

Cooperatives Europe particularly welcomes that the EU Commission is referring to
cooperatives and other forms of people-centred businesses, stating that “cooperatives [...]
are often leading the way in providing decent jobs, sustainable livelihoods and inclusive
solutions to social problems”. We also appreciate the concrete actions that the document
foresees, such as to “co-finance market-based schemes for MSMEs to access business
support services from local providers including [...] informal self-help organisations and
cooperatives [...]"

Additionally, Cooperatives Europe welcomes that the text emphasizes the fundamental
role of decent work and job creation and the importance of the local private sector in
development actions. We also appreciate that empowering women as entrepreneurs is
considered a priority in the Commission’s document, and that reference is made to
informal economy businesses and the possibility of transition to formal economy.

Cooperatives Europe Director Klaus Niederlander commented: “It is with great pleasure
that we have read the new communication on private sector in development which
recognises the large contribution of cooperative enterprises to development — as private
sector actors and as part of civil society”.
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Notes to the editors

Cooperatives Europe is the European cross-sectoral organization representing
cooperative enterprises. On behalf of its 83 member organizations from 33 European
countries across all business sectors it promotes the cooperative business model in
Europe. Its members represent 123 million individual member cooperators owning
160,000 cooperative enterprises and providing jobs to 5.4 million European citizens.

Cooperatives Europe Development Platform (CEDP) is a network of 10 European
cooperative organisations which are members of Cooperatives Europe and work on
issues of development policy and development implementation. Coming from diverse
sectors, cooperative partners share their expertise in complementary fields: cooperative
financing, agricultural cooperative development, cooperative law, etc. The partners
currently involved in the CEDP are Cecop-Cicopa Europe (EU), CERA-BRS (Belgium),
Coopermondo - Confcooperative (ltaly), the Co-operative College (United Kingdom),
DGRV (Germany), Euro Coop (EU), FNCUMA (France), Kooperationen (Denmark),
Legacoop (ltaly), and We Effect (Sweden).

A cooperative enterprise is a group of people acting together to meet the common
needs and aspirations of its members, sharing ownership and making decisions
democratically.
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